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unless it becomes (or is likely to become) a menace to stafus quo.
It is possible, however, that in the post-War years conditions may
change radically and our Government may have to do something
in the matter. Our administrators would therefore do well to
plan ahead for such a contingency: And in any scheme for
reducing unemployment in this country an important place must
be assigned to public works. Other countries have used public
works as an equalizing reservoir of the labour market with consi-
derable success and this ought to be tried here too.

Work on sewers, streets, land reclamation, drainage, irriga-
tion, fisheries, improvement of the means of communication, etc.
can be used to combat depression and can be so timed as to
ensure regular employment. In addition to this, we should en-
courage private persons to take up construction of houses, wells,
etc. in the countryside only during off season, It is worth noticing
that works such as land reclamation and improvement of the
means of communication would tend to increase the permanent
demand for labour. Meanwhile, Government should see to it that
as far as possible public works that are normally done are taken
up in the slack season. This would ensure regular employ-
ment for a considerable number of the labourers. Adjustment
of this type only requires foresight and the desire to be helpful.

Eradication of Begar

Though the general level of wages cannot be easily raised,
under-payment of wages can be stopped. Under-payment of
wages is but another form of begar. It exists partly because the
landlord is all-powerful, partly because the people are steeped
in ignorance, and partly because of the abject dependence of
these people on the landlord. The majority of these people are
indebted to the Zamindar and do not desert him ;for fear of being
arrested. The Zamindar compels them to work for him at wages
lower than the prevailing rate. In the case of harwahas and
labourers redemption of the debt is not a practicable proposition.
The only way out seems to be in the provision of a simple insol-
vency act. Besides, the wages of all persons who support them-
selves and their families by the labour of their hands should be
exerripted from attachment. This exemption should apply to
at least 75 per cent of the wages due.